
   
 

   
 

Monday 12th July 

Afghanistan 

Afghanistan has seen plenty of violence. In November 2020 there were a series of attacks launched 
by insurgents including the Taliban and Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant – Khorasan Province. The 
attacks left at least 88 people dead and more than 193 injured. Attacks have intensified, striking 
locations that were previously considered safe. How hard it is for many of us to imagine the anxiety 
and fear that this kind of insecurity brings.  

In January 2021, the U.S. reached its target troop level of 2,500 personnel in Afghanistan. This was 
the lowest force level since 2001. By September 11th, all US troops will have withdrawn from the 
country. This is a period of great change and also instability within Afghanistan. 

As the Taliban and IS claim more lives in this vulnerable country, we ask God to pour out His mercy 
on Afghan families. And we pray for His Kingdom to come in this nation. 

Peace may seem like a distant hope for Afghanistan, but God is moving. Frontiers workers in nearby 
countries report that Afghan refugees are more open to the gospel than ever before. Dozens of 
Muslim-background Afghans have become followers of Jesus Christ, and their numbers are 
multiplying. 

Please join us in praying for Afghanistan: 

• Ask the Lord to bring the peace, reconciliation, healing, and hope of Christ to all the peoples 
of this nation. 

• Pray for solutions to the threats of violence and for the political stability needed for a 
healthy economy and just government.  

• Ask God to send more labourers into the harvest to bring the gospel of peace to 
Afghanistan’s 70 unreached Muslim people groups. 

• Pray that many Afghans put their trust in the eternal hope and security that cannot be 
shaken.  

• Lift up Afghan men and women who are seeking the truth to boldly embrace a new identity 
in Jesus Christ. 

Sources: www.frontiersusa.org/blog/article/pray-for-afghanistan      

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/November_2020_Afghanistan_attacks 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insurgent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taliban
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_State_of_Iraq_and_the_Levant_%E2%80%93_Khorasan_Province
http://www.frontiersusa.org/blog/article/pray-for-afghanistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/November_2020_Afghanistan_attacks


   
 

   
 

Tuesday 13th July 

Secure in Afghanistan 

Today we are going to read a story from one of our Frontiers workers in Afghanistan: 

“My knees ached after fifteen minutes of squatting by the wall of the Afghan Government office. 

The Afghans waiting in the long line didn’t seem to mind squatting in that position for hours, but I 
gave up and awkwardly stood. I had arrived an hour before the office opened to make it in before 
they stopped taking visa applications. 

Why was this line so long? 

Everyone around me was 
applying for an Afghan 
passport—so many, in fact, 
that the passport director 
had come out of the office 
several times to give long 
talks to the crowd about how 
to apply. These nuggets of 
information were carefully 
collected and would be 
passed on to other aspiring 
applicants. 

These are the people trying to leave the country. And these are only the ones trying to do it legally. 

Afghans are worried and bordering on the edge of hopelessness. The economy is struggling and jobs 
are dwindling as the deluge of foreign money comes to an end. Recent attacks by the Taliban have 
doubled worry and families hold off on purchases, making things worse. People who are struggling 
to feed their families are more susceptible to give in to bribes from the Taliban, or to accept wages 
as guerrilla fighters, or to resist inevitable changes in the wind. 

In the middle of all of this, we continue our ministry. We are watching the reports closely, consulting 
with others in the region, and double-checking our contingency plans. We pray, watch, and listen. 

Most importantly, we wonder what God is up to, and how this instability builds His Kingdom. Here’s 
what we know to do: 

• Pray that God uses this instability to soften people’s hearts, to draw towards Him those who 
are already seeking. 

• Pray that it removes a false sense of hope and salvation by money and democracy. 
• Pray for our wisdom—both in understanding what God is up to and knowing how to react to 

our shifting environment. 
• Pray against our fear—that we would remember the secure Rock on which our feet are set 

(Psalm 40:2), and for Afghans to discover the peace of standing there with us.” 

 

http://storytrade.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/OnShakyGround.png


   
 

   
 

Wednesday 14th July 

The Pashtun – an unreached people group 

Today we are going to watch a Prayercast video about the Pashtun. For centuries Pashtuns were 
simply called ‘Afghans,’ though today that term usually refers to anyone from Afghanistan. They are 
the dominant and largest ethnic group in Afghanistan – some 16-18 million. There are twice as many 
Pashtuns in Pakistan, concentrated in the northeast. Years of conflict have forced thousands to flee 
the region. Pashtuns speak various dialects of Pashto. 

Pashtuns believe they are from the lost tribes of Israel and descendants of King Saul. They are a 
rugged, hard-working people who love children but find it hard to provide for them. They hide their 
women and celebrate manly courage. Pashtuns excel in hospitality, and it is central to their sense of 
honour to treat all guests well. They love poetry and music and are devout in their faith. 

The Pashtun have fought back successive waves of invaders. They are mostly Sunni Muslims whose 
primary identity is as zealous followers of Muhammad. The Taliban is a Pashtun religious movement 
seeking to enforce strict Sharia law. Thirty years of conflict is destroying cultural identity and tribal 
order. Few villages still have elder councils (jirga), and few cultural resources remain to resolve 
conflicts peacefully. 

https://www.prayercast.com/pashtun.html 

• Pray for the love of Christ to expel revenge, militancy, and hatred. 

• Pray for men of influence to follow Jesus, leading others to do the same. 

• Pray for more Christian workers to meet urgent physical and spiritual needs. 

 

Thursday 15th July 

What God is doing among the Pashtun 

Response to the gospel among Pashtuns in Afghanistan and Pakistan is quite modest, and there are 
no known multiplying movements. But there is a ‘trickle’ of people coming to Christ and some 
underground gatherings of believers. The most persistent forms of opposition, which can be very 
violent at times, come from family, community, and tribal leaders who see dishonour coming to 
them when members of their community “become apostates” by following Christ. 

The Scriptures and other evangelistic materials are increasingly available in Pushto via satellite TV 
and the internet – a recent and exciting development. They are being downloaded on mobile apps 
outside of the control of the Mullahs (religious leaders). A long-awaited new translation of the Bible 
in the Pakistani dialect of Pushto was introduced in 2019! 

Because of the years of violence, there are substantial groups of Pashtuns living in diaspora 
communities in India, the UAE, and Europe. There are gatherings of believers in some diaspora 
communities who are remarkably bold in their witness, even to fellow Pashtuns. 

https://www.prayercast.com/pashtun.html


   
 

   
 

• Pray for Pashtun believers within Afghanistan that they would be bold in sharing their faith 

and courageous in the face of persecution. 

• Pray for those producing media materials to share with Pashtuns that their materials would 

be inspiring and lead many to Jesus. 

• Pray for the many groups of believers amongst the Pashtun diaspora that they would reach 

those around them and back in Afghanistan. 

 

Friday 16th July 

Kabul 

Kabul is the capital of Afghanistan. Over 3500 years old, Kabul has long played a central role in the 
region. The country was first invaded by Arab armies within 10 years (642) of the death of 
Muhammad, but they were turned back. Islam would only take root in the region centuries later 
when Sufi traders began to arrive around 1200.  

Kabul has been the centre of the new, democratically elected government in Afghanistan since 2001. 
Soldiers from dozens of nations have sought to stabilise the region, and Kabul is an important city in 
the ongoing battle against Islamist militants. 

Squeezed into a narrow valley between mountains, Kabul is one of the highest capital cities in the 
world. The city suffered under various regimes between 1973 and 2001, and the population 
plummeted. Much of the city was destroyed during the Afghan civil war (1992-1996), and it was 
virtually a ghost town under the Taliban (1996-2001). 

 Since the Taliban were removed from power in 2001, the city has been expanding rapidly. The 
population more than doubled between 2001 and 2014, making Kabul one of the fastest-growing 
cities in the world. A massive new modern housing development, New Kabul City, was begun on the 
north side in 2015. 

God is moving in Kabul in small ways. In one particularly downtrodden minority group, perhaps a few 
hundred have responded to the gospel. Among other ethnic groups in the city, there is a tiny trickle 
of response. Over the past decade media outreach has multiplied in the major languages. This gives 
unprecedented access to the Scriptures in a variety of local languages on mobile devices. 

Following the removal of the Taliban, dozens of NGOs were based in Kabul. Today most of those 
groups have left, with a few relocating to other cities. There has been a steady decline in Christian 
witness in the capital. The security situation has deteriorated so much that few Westerners dare live 
in the city. Both criminal activity and Islamist militants make Kabul an increasingly dangerous place 
to live, especially for foreigners. 

You may want to watch this prayer video from Prayer cast, from which much of the information for 
today’s prayers were taken: https://www.prayercast.com/kabul.html 

• Pray for this strategic city, that there would peace and security here, and that Christian 
witness would increase here. 

• Pray for the love of Jesus to replace despair with hope. 

https://www.prayercast.com/kabul.html


   
 

   
 

• Pray for massive advancement of the gospel through dreams, visions, and courageous 
proclamation. 

 

Saturday 17th July 

Prayer and Praise for Afghanistan 

Today we finish our week of praying for Afghanistan and its people. We have been praying that 

many Afghans would see the light of Jesus and lift up His name in praise. Today we will listen to the 

worship song ’What a beautiful name’ and then pray scriptures over Afghanistan. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nQWFzMvCfLE&list=OLAK5uy_m4vct5TNhq8Q2nH5aV1-

n1OIbjnCldVW4&index=6 

Afghanistan is an incredibly mountainous region. Let’s pray from Isaiah 52 that many would go and 

take the good news of Jesus to those who live in Afghanistan – especially those in the hard-to-reach 

mountain areas. 

Isaiah 52:7 

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, 

who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 

 “Your God reigns!” 

‘Lord send more people who are bold and courageous and willing to take the good news to the 

peoples of Afghanistan’. 

1 Timothy 2:1-2 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 

people— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness 

and holiness. 

Afghanistan needs wise and just rulers who can bring peace and stability to the country. Let’s pray 

for this. 

‘Lord we pray for those in authority in Afghanistan that you would make them wise. We pray for just 

rule in Afghanistan and an end to violence and civil war.’ 

John 16:33 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. 

But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

The small numbers of believers in Afghanistan know that sharing their faith will bring them trouble. 

Let’s pray that they will be filled with the Holy Spirit and with wisdom and discernment to share the 

hope they have in Jesus and that he will give them peace. 

‘Lord bless Afghan believers with your peace, your wisdom and your Holy Spirit inspired boldness.’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nQWFzMvCfLE&list=OLAK5uy_m4vct5TNhq8Q2nH5aV1-n1OIbjnCldVW4&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nQWFzMvCfLE&list=OLAK5uy_m4vct5TNhq8Q2nH5aV1-n1OIbjnCldVW4&index=6

