
   
 

   
 

Monday 25th January 

Strategic prayer for the Balkan region 

Believers living in this region have seen the importance of prayer in bringing change, reconciliation 
and hope to this divided region. They have also recognised the need to spend time in worship and 
intercession for unreached peoples if they are to receive the good news.  
 

In the spring of 2018, a group of believers from 
Macedonia, Albania and Greece gathered at Lake Prespa 
that borders all three countries for an event called Prayer 
on the Borders. They longed to see healing in their 
nations from the years of division and strife. Never in the 
history of the Balkans has it been known for one nation to 
reach out to another and ask for forgiveness for what 
they have done.  
 
As believers gathered, they felt God say He would bring 
His blessing, and healing would flow as His church and as 
His body of believers came together to worship and seek 
forgiveness from one another and from Him. This was 
their conference scripture: “There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and 

female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:8. Although they came from different nations, 
as believers they were one in Christ. 
You can watch a explanatory three-minute video about the Prayer on the Borders event here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20BOgV_NErY&feature=youtu.be 
 
This prayer event was followed in June 2019 by a Balkan reconciliation workshop and in November 

2019 and 2020 by The Balkan Call Prayer Conference. This is a three-day prophetic call to believers 

around the Balkans who are hungry and desperate to see breakthrough and revival come to this 

region. For more information you can visit their website at: https://www.balkancall.org/ 

Watch this 90-second video to learn about the Muslim peoples of the Balkans: 
https://vimeo.com/250158868 

 

• Let’s thank God for these groups of believers coming together to pray and seek God’s 
forgiveness, reconciliation and healing for their nations. 
 

• Let’s ask for significant and lasting fruit from these events that brings the blessing of God. 
 

• Pray for God’s leading and anointing upon all prayer initiatives to bring transformation to 
the Balkan region. 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20BOgV_NErY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.balkancall.org/
https://vimeo.com/250158868


   
 

   
 

Tuesday 26th January 

Albania and the Albanian people Population: 3 million   Muslim: 60% 
 
The majority of Albanians are Muslim - a legacy of centuries of Ottoman rule. Albania won its 
independence from the Ottoman Empire in 1912 but was then conquered by Italy in 1939. The 
Communist regime that ruled from 1944 until the early 1990s left Albania economically, morally and 
spiritually crushed. In 1967, Albania declared itself as ‘the world’s first atheist state’, closing its 
borders to any influence from the outside world.  
 
With the fall of the Communist regime, the crime rate began to soar. Today, Albania remains one of 
Europe's poorest countries; hindered by inadequate energy and transportation infrastructure, 
corruption and high emigration rates.  

 
Albanians are believed to be descendants of the Illyrians who were 
the original inhabitants of the western Balkan Peninsula. In the 
sixth century, migrating Slavs began to settle on Illyrian territory 
and pushed the Illyrians into what is present day Albania. The 
Albanians are divided into two major groups, the Gheg and the 
Tosk, according to which Albanian dialect they speak. Today they 
are also found in Kosovo, North Macedonia and Montenegro.  
 
Muslims from the Middle East are now attempting to re-evangelise 
Albania by sending missionaries, supplying financial aid and building 
mosques. Nevertheless, religious freedom granted by the 
government in 1998 has helped the Albanian church to grow and 

mature. Due in part to more strategic ministry, in recent years the number of believers has 
wonderfully grown from zero to about 10,000 and the number of churches to 75. Strategic prayer in 
prayer houses is bearing fruit, but Albanians are still classified as unreached. 
You can watch a Prayercast video about Albania here: https://prayercast.com/albania.html 
 

• Pray for Christians to seize opportunities available through religious freedom to minister to 
Albanian Muslims, both there and in neighbouring North Macedonia and Kosovo. 

 

• Pray for Muslim background believers to be good witnesses to fellow Muslims. 
 

• Ask the Lord to raise up the labourers with the right skills and backgrounds to go to the 
Albanian people and share the good news.  
 

 
 
Wednesday 27th January 

North Macedonia (formerly Macedonia) Pop: 2.1 million  Muslim: 33% 
 
This country has a Christian heritage. The Apostle Paul wrote his second letter to the Corinthians 
when he was here around 55–57 AD. Today, Eastern Orthodoxy is the majority faith, followed by 
65% of the population. Muslims account for 33% of the population. 
 
Macedonia was part of Yugoslavia, but became an independent country in 1991. The new nation of 
Macedonia suffered from a lack of infrastructure and a Greek economic embargo, which hindered 

https://prayercast.com/albania.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church


   
 

   
 

growth until 1996. More recently, North Macedonia has failed to attract much foreign investment or 
create many jobs, so unemployment remains high. With little prospect in their own homeland, many 
young people leave to make their future elsewhere. 
 
Nationalism is very powerful, as is the division and rivalry between the Muslims who primarily live in 
the west of Macedonia and the Christians elsewhere. The population is made up of the majority 
Macedonians as well as large Albanian, Romani and Turkic groups. 
 
Its evangelical church, which is one of the fastest growing in Europe, is reaching across the many 
boundaries that exist within its society to minister to others. In 1989, missionaries from 
neighbouring Serbia came to Macedonia and planted two churches in Skopje, the capital. In the 30 
years, 32 churches have been planted across this country. There is a growing focus on oneness in 
Christ, which includes pastors’ prayer networks and citywide worship events. The Macedonia House 
of Prayer known as MakHOP, was established in 2011 to raise up people who would worship Jesus in 
a region where he is not well known or understood. They have weekly prayer times to seek and 
worship Jesus and times of intercession to pray for unreached peoples in the nation and region. 
Watch a powerful three minute video from MakHOP: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TKnPrYmROFI 
 
The Qeriazi Centre is a meeting place to serve and minister to Albanians in North Macedonia who 
are open to the gospel and want to learn more. Several meetings are held each week, some are for 
music or English language and others to teach the scriptures and for discipleship. 
 
For more prayer resources for this region, go to The Macedonia House of Prayer at: 
www.makhop.org or you can follow them on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/HouseOfPrayerSkopjeMAKHOP/ 
 

• Pray for an unprecedented movement of the Holy Spirit in churches leading to more 
outreach and healing across the many boundaries that exist between the different people 
groups.  
 

• Pray for more houses of prayer to be raised up across this nation. 
 

• As believers serve and minister to Albanians and call out to God for them in prayer, let’s pray 
for many to come to a knowledge of the truth of the gospel. 

 
Source of some material: https://www.prayercast.com/macedonia.html 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TKnPrYmROFI
http://www.makhop.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HouseOfPrayerSkopjeMAKHOP/
https://www.prayercast.com/macedonia.html


   
 

   
 

Thursday 28th January 

Kosovo    Pop: 1.8 million Muslim: 95% 
 
During AD 600, Ethnic Serbians migrated across the southern border to Kosovo and kept control until 
1389, when they were defeated by the Ottoman Empire. For nearly 500 years, Kosovo saw an influx 

of Turkish and Albanian migrants. In 
1912, Serbian forces regained control 
of Kosovo and established it as a 
province of Serbia, leaving the growing 
Albanian majority without political 
recognition. During the early 1990's, 
Slobodan Milosevic, a Serbian national, 
assumed control of Kosovo and 
disregarded Albanian requests for 
independence. After a failed attempt 
to secure an alternative government, 
progressive Albanians formed a 
resistance army. Serbian militants 
responded by massacring and 
forcefully relocating over 800,000 

ethnic Albanians. With NATO and UN intervention, Kosovo eventually gained independence from 
Serbia in 2008, after nearly 10 years of negotiation and brutal ethnic conflict. 
 
Serbia still does not recognise Kosovo as an independent country. This conflict devastated the 
economy and infrastructure and today Kosovo is one of the poorest nations in Europe. It also left 
deep internal ethnic divisions. Kosovo is now 90% Albanian; the other 10% is made up of Serbs and 
other ethnic groups. Reconciliation between the majority Albanians and the Serb minority remains 
elusive. 
 
Kosovo Albanians are predominantly Muslim, with their identity becoming stronger since the 
conflict. Whilst many are nominal in their faith, extremism is increasing among some, as is 
opposition to Christianity. Despite this, there are a growing number of believers, especially among 
young people. There are estimated to be about 13,000 believers and more churches are being 
established. The latest figures suggest there are 42 churches, but this is only 1 church for every 
47,619 people. As in North Macedonia and Albania, Albanians in Kosovo remain unreached. 
 
You may want to watch a Prayercast video about Kosovo at: https://prayercast.com/kosovo.html 

• Pray that believers in Kosovo would grow into mature Christians who lay aside ethnic 

differences and strive for reconciliation and healing for their fellow countrymen.  

 

• Pray for continued freedom to evangelise among the Muslim population. 

 

• Pray for the peace of Jesus to heal the division between ethnic Serbs and Albanians to bring 
God’s blessing. 

 
Sources: https://prayercast.com/kosovo.html 
https://balkaninsight.com/2018/08/06/serbian-bishops-call-for-prayer-fasting-for-kosovo-08-06-
2018/ 
 

https://prayercast.com/kosovo.html
https://prayercast.com/kosovo.html
https://balkaninsight.com/2018/08/06/serbian-bishops-call-for-prayer-fasting-for-kosovo-08-06-2018/
https://balkaninsight.com/2018/08/06/serbian-bishops-call-for-prayer-fasting-for-kosovo-08-06-2018/


   
 

   
 

Friday 29th January 

Called to the Balkans 

Like Turkey, this region is a hard place spiritually. It has been said that “people don’t survive the 
Balkans ….. it’s a graveyard for workers.” The following story is from a Frontiers couple who have 
determined to live in this region, despite the hardships.: 
 
“Husam sat behind a desk piled with important-looking paperwork. “Why did you come to this 

country?” the well-dressed official asked me. I knew if 
my answer wasn’t to his liking, there was a good 
chance I would walk out of Husam’s office without his 
official stamp and signature on the final document 
required to renew my residency permit. 
 
All day I had been running from one government office 
to another, trying to gather everything I needed to get 
the permit that allowed my family and me to keep 
serving in the country we call home. 
 

The week before, another field worker had gone through the same process. But his renewal had 
been denied. I prayed silently. Then I said to Husam, “God opened a door for my family and me to 
live here, learn your language and serve people in this community.” 
 
“Interesting,” Husam replied. “But why this country? Isn’t your country better and safer? Don’t you 
have better jobs there?” 
 
“Maybe,” I said. “My wife and I follow Jesus. And after getting married, we prayed and asked God 
where we should live and work. We believe He led us to your country.” 
 
“But isn’t that hard?” Husam asked sincerely. 
 
“Yes, it is hard,” I answered. “We miss our family very much. But our hope and peace don’t come 
from being in a specific place. They come from Jesus Christ. So no matter where we go, we have His 
hope and peace.” 
 
Husam leaned back in his chair, seemingly in deep thought. Suddenly he sat up straight and said, 
“That is the best thing I’ve heard in a long time.” Then he stood up and offered me tea—a clear sign 
of friendship and hospitality. We chatted for some time about life, sports and places he said we 
should visit in his country. Then he stamped and signed my application. 
 
It’s such a privilege to serve here. We’re grateful that the door remains open for us to continue 
sharing Jesus with Muslims like Husam.” 
 

• Let’s take a moment to praise God for granting many Frontiers workers permission to live 

and work in Muslim countries. Let’s ask that workers would thrive in the places they have 

gone to, such as the western Balkan countries. 

 

• Ask God to open doors for field workers and their families who have been waiting and 

praying to receive visas to work in this region. 

 



   
 

   
 

• Pray for Muslims like Husam to be drawn to the lasting hope and peace that only Jesus Christ 

can give. 

 

Saturday 30th January 

Bosnia and the Bosniaks  Country population: 3.2 million 
 
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of 
Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the 
ends of the earth.” Isa 49:6 
 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is a single country, often known informally as Bosnia. It became involved in 
a devastating three-year civil war when the decision was made to separate from Yugoslavia in 1991. 
Fighting broke out along ethnic lines among the Bosniaks (Bosnian Muslims), Croats (Catholics), and 
Serbs (Eastern Orthodox). The destruction of towns and villages, systematic looting and raping of 
women have left deep scars and a lasting hatred between communities that once lived together and 
even intermarried. 
 
Of the three main ethnic groups, Bosniaks are the largest, with Serbs second and Croats third. 

Religion is an important part of each group's 
identity and culture.  
 
There are about 2 million Bosniaks living in the 
Balkans today. Most are Sunni Muslim and identify 
themselves with Bosnia and Herzegovina as their 
ethnic state. Many live as war refugees in Western 
countries, where they still speak Bosnian and 
maintain a cultural and religious community and 
visit their mother country regularly. Bosniaks are 
classified as unreached. Although there are mission 

agencies working among them, few have accepted Christ and there are few field workers going to 
them. Workers with business backgrounds could provide much needed employment and 
opportunities to bring the good news. Those with farming, teaching and medical backgrounds could 
bring much needed help to bless the Bosniaks. 
 
Prayer is the key to reaching them with the gospel. Praise God there are some prayer houses in this 
country. You may want to visit the Pray4Bosnia website for more prayer material for this nation and 
its people: https://www.pray4bosnia.com/resources 
 

• Let’s pray for unity among the Bosnians, Serbs and Croats, leading to reconciliation and a 

softening of hearts towards one another and the gospel message.  

 

• Ask God to put this country and its people on the heart of those looking to work overseas 

and to bring those with the right business skills and backgrounds to be a blessing to this 

nation. 

 

https://www.pray4bosnia.com/resources


   
 

   
 

• There has recently been a move towards developing unity between the Bosnian church 
leaders, so that the church would be strengthened to shine out Jesus’ love to unreached 
Bosniaks. 

 


