
Monday 10th September 
 
Nigeria  Pop: 196 million Muslim: 49% 
 
Prayercast have a compelling video of the country of Nigeria: https://vimeo.com/29730925 
 
Nigeria is Africa’s most populous country with 544 people groups according to Prayercast.  
 

Located in West Africa, the north is mainly 
Muslim and the south is largely Christian and 
better developed. This has led to deep ethnic 
and religious divisions that threaten the nation 
as a whole, particularly in the north and central 
states where Muslims and Christians coexist. 
 
Since 1999, twelve northern states have been 
governed by a form of Sharia law that has led to 
many human rights abuses. In addition, Boko 
Haram launched an insurgency in 2009, 
attempting to create an Islamic State. They 
killed, looted, attacked schools, abducted 
women and children and conscripted men and 

boys into their army. Years of violence has left approximately 20,000 dead and millions displaced.  
 
Boko Haram has recently lost control of much territory, but it remains a threat. In addition, nomadic 
Fulani herdsmen are a rising threat, killing many farmers and competing for their land.  
 
Although Nigeria is one of the worlds’s largest oil producers, half the population remains in poverty, 
with 30% lacking clean water. HIV/AIDS has also left an estimated 2 million orphans. 
Militias, a self-serving elite and political and religious corruption continue to hold back the nation. 
However, in recent years, a new civilian government has renewed its focus on the people and the 
Nigerian economy has become one of the fastest growing in the world. 
 
Christians make up 51% of the population yet believers in the north have suffered decades of 
persecution, including the destruction of thousands of churches. Even so, Muslims who make up 
about 49% of the population are being drawn to Jesus and the church has experienced substantial 
growth. According to the Global Prayer Resource Network, Nigeria has a strong prayer movement. 
 
About 18% of Nigeria’s people groups remain unreached and few have met a follower of Jesus. 
 

 Pray for wise, just and fair leaders who will help the country find a way through very serious 
challenges and fight the evil of corruption. 
 

 Ask God to have mercy on Nigeria and to bring unity. 
 

 Pray for healing of the deep religious divide that separates Muslims and Christians and which 
brings so many deaths and war, especially in the north of Nigeria. 
 

 Praise God for church growth and the millions who have come to know Him in Nigeria. Pray 

for the church to reach out to their Muslim neighbours with love and forgiveness. 

 

https://vimeo.com/29730925


Did you know? This former British colony holds the distinction for having more sets of newborn twins 

than any other country in the world. 

Sources: http://prayercast.com/nigeria.html  
  http://www.globalprn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Nigeria.pdf 
 

 
 

 

Tuesday 11th September 
 

Last month, Mission Network News reported the plight of an eight year old boy in Nigeria, who was 

severely burned when militant Fulani Muslims attacked his village. 

Todd Nettleton of Voice of the Martyrs’ said “Dalo arrived at the hospital and a nurse overheard him 

praying; “Lord, forgive the people who have done this to us, forgive the attackers.”What an amazing 

example of faithfulness from an eight-year-old boy.” 

Despite being targeted for violence, Nigerian Christians are holding firm to their faith and hearts are 

changing as a result. 

“There are thousands of ethnic Fulani people, who would be traditionally Muslim but they are now 

choosing and have chosen to follow Jesus Christ” says Nettleton. “When I think about an eight-year-

old boy who’s badly burned but still had the faith to pray for his persecutors, I want to join him.” 

God’s heart is to see all people saved, transformed and blessed. He loves everyone. In Romans 5:8 

God’s word says: “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this; while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.” No one is beyond the reach of God’s love. 

Charles Spurgeon said: “True prayer is neither a mere mental exercise nor a vocal performance. It is 

far deeper than that - it is spiritual transaction with the Creator of Heaven and Earth." 

Since prayer matters to God and He calls us to pray, we also as Dalo, can intercede for the lost. 

 Pray that Nigerian Christians will, like Dalo, be able to forgive and show Christ’s love to 

Muslims who persecute them, leading many to new life in Jesus. 

 

 Let’s pray that many more Fulani Muslims will come to know and worship Jesus Christ. 

 

 Let’s pray for militant Muslims to have a radical encounter with Jesus, so hearts and lives are 

changed. 

 “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being 

done, the saving of many lives.” Gen 50:20 

Source of some material: https://www.mnnonline.org/news/will-you-help-nigerian-christians-stand-   

firm/ 

 

 

 

http://prayercast.com/nigeria.html
http://www.globalprn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Nigeria.pdf
https://www.mnnonline.org/news/will-you-help-nigerian-christians-stand-%20%20%20firm/
https://www.mnnonline.org/news/will-you-help-nigerian-christians-stand-%20%20%20firm/


Wednesday 12th September 
 
Fulani in Nigeria Pop: 16 million   Muslim: 90% 
 
The Fulani in Nigeria are categorised as an unreached people group. 
 
They were responsible for introducing and spreading Islam throughout much of western Africa. The 
height of the Fulani Empire was between the early 1800s and early 1900s. This power was 
consolidated under Usman dan Fodio and was centred in northern Nigeria. 
 
Fulani religions adherence is mainly Islamic, with most Fulanis adhering to at least some of the basic 
requirements of this religion. Usually the wealthy and powerful are among the most religious, while 
those who have fewer resources are less likely to observe their religion so strictly. Islam has been 
used to justify the holy jihads that brought the northern territories of modern day Nigeria under 
Fulani control. 
 
The Global Prayer Digest published an article earlier this year, in which the Reverent Ifejika told a 
visiting gospel worker: “The violence here in Nigeria constitutes a real challenge for churches and 
mission work. But on the other hand, people displaced by that insurgency can come to places where 
they can easily be reached by the gospel. 
 
The upsurge in attacks has made some Muslims question their religion and to ask whether it is really 
a religion of peace? Is it really what we should follow?’ As they come into contact with those who 
follow Christ and believers who show them his love, some of the Fulani are turning to Christ.  
 
We have heard stories of how God visited some Fulani through wonders and miracles. Out of this 
crisis, something great has come. For years churches were focused on converting people and 
claiming territories, without making disciples. However, even before this upsurge of violence the era 
of Western missions in Africa had changed. For security reasons Westerners could no longer go into 
areas they used to go. In the meantime, African Christians can integrate and mix with all people.” 
 

 Thank God for the growing number of Fulani believers in Nigeria. Let’s pray for His 
protection over them and that they will be bold to share their faith in spite of the personal 
cost. 
 

 Let’s pray that God will continue to reach Fulani through wonders and miracles. 
 

 We thank God for the bold witness of Muslim background believers. Let’s pray they find 
people of peace who can reach whole families and communities. 
 

Sources: http://www.globalprayerdigest.org/issue/day/fulani-violence-against-christians/   
                http://www.globalprn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Nigeria.pdf 
                https://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/15568/NI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.globalprayerdigest.org/issue/day/fulani-violence-against-christians/
http://www.globalprn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Nigeria.pdf
https://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/15568/NI


Thursday 13th September 
 
A Country Divided Along Religious Lines 
 
Boko Haram, (meaning ‘Western education is forbidden’), is a radical Islamic terrorist organization 
which started in 2002 as a moderate group with an operational base in northeastern Nigeria. 
In July 2009, its founder and spiritual leader, Mohammed Yusuf was executed. This paved the way 
for his deputy, Abubakar Shekau, to assume a leadership role. It is believed this led to the 
radicalisation of this group. 
 
Some people feel that the rise of Boko Haram may be attributed to the failure of the past President 
of Nigeria, Goodluck Ebele Jonathan and his government, who was perceived as too weak because of 
the way he handled the Boko Haram rebels.  
 
Another factor that gave Boko Haram prominence was the number of supporters they had in 
Nigeria’s security apparatus. How they were able to infiltrate the rank and file of the army, police 
and secret service remains unknown. They frustrated attempts by the then government of Goodluck 
Jonathan to quash the group. 
 
Since Muhammadu Buhari became president in 2015, Nigeria’s military campaign against Boko 
Haram has been relatively successful in dislodging the group from the territories it had occupied 
in northern parts of the country. 
 
Politics and religion are blended into a dangerous mix. This group is never short of recruits. They 
target the growing number of street urchins in the north, many of them drug addicts and sex slaves. 
Kidnapped girls and women have also been used as suicide bombers.  
 

 Pray for a spiritual revival in the northeast that will result in Muslims embracing Christ. 
 

 Pray for God to visit members of Boko Haram, who see their actions as a service to God, in 
the same way that Saul of Tarsus once thought it was good to persecute Christians. 
 

 Praise God for Muslims who have turned to Jesus. Let’s pray for spiritual transformation and 
revival in Nigeria. 

 
Source: http://www.globalprayerdigest.org/issue/what-is-boko-haram/ 
 
 
 
Friday 14th September 
 
Hausa of Nigeria Pop: 30.8 million Muslim: 99% 
 
The Hausa are one of the 18% of Nigeria’s people groups that remain unreached. The Joshua Project 
records that 99.9% of Hausa people are Muslim, with virtually no believers and no evident 
movement to Jesus. 
 
In April, Missionary Network News reported that World Mission recently sent 200 of their solar-
powered audio Bibles, the Treasure, to the Hausa people in northern Nigeria. World Mission’s Greg 
Kelley said they found the Treasure had been incredibly well received; it was in their language and 
the people embraced it. This meant more than 28,000 Muslims heard the gospel for the first time. 

http://www.globalprayerdigest.org/issue/what-is-boko-haram/


The Hausa are the largest ethnic group in all of West Africa. Thirty percent of all Hausa can be found 
in the north and northwest regions of Nigeria, an area known as ‘Hausaland.’ This region covers 
75,000 square miles and straddles the border of Nigeria and Niger. From 1890 to 1960, Hausaland 
was divided into two sovereign states under French and British rule. After 1960, one became the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria and the other the Republic of Niger. 
 
The Hausa are one of the most historically grounded and largest civilisations in West Africa and are 
therefore very influential, both culturally and politically. 
 
By 1500 AD, Islam had been introduced to the Hausa by traders. Many of the urban Hausa embraced 
it in the hope of enhancing their businesses. However, the villagers were not as receptive to this new 
religion. The Fulani seized political power from the Hausa in the early 1800’s through a series of holy 
wars. They then put pressure on the Hausa to undergo large scale conversion. 
  
As Islam has been carried throughout West Africa by Hausa traders and priests, nearly everyone 
expects a Hausa to be Muslim. This could be one of the main reasons why the Hausa stay so resistant 
to the gospel and have difficulty leaving their Islamic faith. There is also a lot of prejudice against the 
Christians of southern Nigeria and there has been intense persecution of the Hausa Muslim 
background believers. 
 
Kelley also shared that Muslims who choose to follow Jesus or even to simply listen to the gospel can 
be persecuted; many are forced from their villages and their families no longer accept them. 
 

 Pray for the few followers of Jesus among the Hausa to be strengthened to stand firm in 
their faith and become effective and fruitful in sharing and discussing Bible stories with their 
own and other families. 
 

 Pray for large numbers of Hausa to be won for Christ and for a movement to Jesus to 
multiply among Hausa families and communities. 
 

 

 We thank God for the Bible that is available in the Hausa language. Pray that the Lord will 
give Hausa families teachable and understanding hearts. 
 

Sources: https://joshuaproject.net/assets/media/handouts/the31.pdf 
https://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/12070/NI                      
https://www.mnnonline.org/news/ministering-to-muslims-in-nigeria/ 
 
 
 

 
Saturday 15th September 
 
Niger and its Hausa people Pop: 22 million  Muslim: 97% 
 
Niger lies on Nigeria’s northern border. The country's predominantly Islamic population of about 22 
million mostly lives in the far south and west of the country. 97% of the nation is Muslim. 76% of the 
population is listed as being in unreached people groups, which includes the Hausa people. Nearly 
half of Nigeriens is Hausa. 
 

https://joshuaproject.net/assets/media/handouts/the31.pdf
https://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/12070/NI
https://www.mnnonline.org/news/ministering-to-muslims-in-nigeria/


The majority of Hausa people have been Sunni 
Muslim since the 11th century. Today, many of 
the rural Hausa are only superficially Muslim 
and their religious practices have been mixed 
with local traditions. Many continue to practice 
their traditional religion, called Maguzawa, 
especially in remote locations. They believe in a 
variety of spirits, both good and bad. Traditional 
rituals include making sacrificial offerings to the 
spirits and to the spirit possessed. Most rituals 
are performed by family members, but 

specialists are called upon to cure diseases. 
 
Poverty and illiteracy are severe limitations to reaching the people of Niger with the gospel. Niger is 
one of the least developed and poorest countries of the world. A majority of the population lives in 
rural areas and have little access to advanced education. As of 2015, 71.3% of Niger’s population 
could not read, one of the lowest literacy rates in the world.  
 
Slavery is still practiced in isolated areas of the country. Nigerien children are trafficked for labour in 
gold mines, sexual exploitation and begging. Women are abducted and sold into domestic servitude 
or prostitution and young boys are kidnapped for work in stone quarries. 
 
Prayercast have made a moving video of this country: https://vimeo.com/38104332 
 
The cultural pressure to maintain the Islamic faith continues to hinder outreach efforts, though 
Muslim background believing pastors are beginning to lead in the fledgling church. 
 

 Let’s pray for focused efforts to reach those under the age of 15 – almost half of the overall 
population of this country. 
 

 Let’s pray for many more gospel workers to go to Niger to reach the Nigerien people, most 
of whom have not met a follower of Jesus. 
 

 Let’s pray for God’s transforming power in this country, bringing change and prosperity to 
this land. 
 

Did you know? Hausa Muslims are known for being hospitable to strangers. In the Hausa language, 
one word, bako, is used to define both the word "guest" and "stranger.” 
 
Sources: http://www.prayercast.com/niger.html                   

  https://joshuaproject.net/assets/media/handouts/the31.pdf 

https://vimeo.com/38104332
http://www.prayercast.com/niger.html

