
 

 

Monday 14th June 
 
The Refugee crisis 
 
The latest figures from the UNHCR, the UN refugee agency, estimated that by the end of 2019 there were 

79.5 million people forcibly displaced from their homes; that is far more than the population of the UK. 

Included in these figures are approximately 45.7 million people who are internally displaced, 26 million who 

are refugees in other countries and 4.2 million who are asylum seekers. Each year, these figures increase. 

Over two-thirds of the world’s 26 million refugees come from just 5 countries: Syria, Venezuela, Afghanistan, 

South Sudan and Myanmar. Syria remains the country with the greatest number of refugees, 6.6 million, 

following 10 years of war. 

Frontiers is not associated with the UNHCR and we are not endorsing them. However, we recognise their 
valuable work with refugees, many of whom are from Muslim countries. On the UNHCR website, it says, 
“The theme of Refugee Week this year is, ‘We Cannot Walk Alone’. It is an invitation to extend your hand to 
someone new. Someone who is outside your current circle, has had an experience you haven’t, or is fighting 
for a cause you aren’t yet involved in. Whoever and wherever you are, you can join in making Refugee Week 
2021 a bold, collective act of reaching out; a space for all to listen, to exchange and connect.” 
To find out more and how you can be involved, go to: https://refugeeweek.org.uk/theme-of-refugee-week-
2021-we-cannot-walk-alone/ 
 
Tomorrow, as you read the story of a Pray Now supporter and read on Wednesday and Thursday her first-
hand experiences of working with refugees, you will see how God can use everyone to walk alongside others 
and extend a helping hand, regardless of experience. We only need a heart to obey His prompting and His 
Word, as in Matt 25:35-36: 
 
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 
me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” Matt 25:35-36 
 
If you would like to know how you and your church in the UK can welcome refugees, please visit the 
Welcome Churches website: https://welcomechurches.org/about/ 
 

• Let’s persevere in prayer for refugees to meet followers of Jesus who demonstrate His love and 
compassion to them. 
 

• Pray for peace and an end to the bloodshed and violence in those troubled parts of the world that 
have led to so many having to flee their homes and land. 
 

• Let’s pray that one day it will be safe for refugees to return to their homes and they will be able to 
rebuild their lives and countries. 
 

• Let’s ask God to bless those countries that take in refugees and try to care for them. 
 
Source of some content: https://www.unhcr.org/uk/figures-at-a-glance.html 
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Tuesday 15th June 
 
God makes a way, all the way – the story of Jane, a Pray Now supporter 
 
One November as I was kneeling in prayer and listening to worship, an overwhelming weeping came upon 
me, and I was crying out to God that I needed to go to the Middle East; not that I wanted to go, but that I 
needed to go. At that time, I had no knowledge of this particular nation He had put on my heart, not even 
where it was geographically. I didn’t know anything about the people.  
 
But, just 3 days later, there was a meeting for anyone interested in visiting this particular nation the 
following year in February. I signed up and went on this trip. I got to know and love the country, its history, 
geography and its people. It was life-changing.  
 
Through this, God made a way for me to go and work with refugee Muslim women and orphans in this 
country, even though I had no experience or training. He revealed His own heart for their anguish at being 
displaced and dispossessed and gave me a deep and profound love as I came to know them personally. 
 
One particularly challenging day, because of the language barriers, the women’s distress and frustration, 
their deep anger issues and conflict, and the children being wild and rebellious, God taught me His way to 
peace, with a wisdom and understanding not my own. He showed me how to build communication and trust 
through prayer, love, serving, coming alongside them, and to demonstrate value and respect for each one.  
 
Through spontaneous dance and singing, we shared laughter and joy. Coming together for life skills, art/craft 
workshops, cooking, and working in the allotments, we learned to express and appreciate our individuality, 
and to build friendships. Over time, God opened the way for us to worship and pray together and for them 
to receive prayer ministry for inner healing, and a new sense of identity and belonging. We saw miracles of 
transformation, physical healings, purpose and hope restored, and many putting their faith in Jesus for the 
first time. 
 
It was both the hardest, most exhausting, but also the most rewarding time of my life. But this is His story of 
rescue and healing despite such adversity, horror and deep trauma. It justifies and honours their lives as He 
continues to live through them. If we are faithful even to the few, God changes things.  
 

• Consider your own call to pray or go to serve and love those whom He loves.  
 

• Pray that many will be encouraged to go, knowing that He has already gone ahead to prepare the 
way. 
 

• Pray for doors of opportunities to open to minister to those who have never heard about the hope 
and restoration that Jesus offers. 

 
 
 
Wednesday 16th June 
 
Aamna, the heart-breaking story of a refugee from Eritrea 
 
The following true story is from Jane, our Pray Now supporter: 
 
“Aamna, who was rescued from Eritrea, was painfully thin, very isolated and very, very sad. She suffered 
from AIDS and TB. I volunteered to befriend her and become her carer both in the shelter and when she had 
to be moved to the vast hospital nearby. I took a CD player to the hospital with worship songs for her to 
listen to and I prayed over her during every visit.  



 

 

She came to trust and love me too. She had to be moved to a specialised TB centre a 2-hour train journey 
away. When I went to visit her there, she had even organised a highly prized Coca Cola and some biscuits for 
me. Through that mutual love and trust, one day she looked at me with clear eyes and said, “I believe”.  
 
I loved her dearly and wept and wept when we had to part for the final time because my work visa ran out. 
We walked around the perimeter fence of the beautiful gardens for the last time holding hands, until we 
came to the inevitable security gate. She then pointed to her heart and then to my heart and said, “The 
same” and then she said “You good. You, my friend.” 
 
I howled like a wounded animal all the way back on the train and to the shelter. 
 
She died a few months afterwards.  
 
Even now there is a deep heartache and sense of loss when I think of her.” 
 
You may want to reflect on what you have read as you listen to Cry of the Broken by Hillsong: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRj4Zozni0M 
 
Please pray as you are led, giving thanks for Jane’s selfless acts of love and for Aamna now at peace with 
Abba Father because she met a believer. There are so many more stories like these. What can we do? Please 
keep praying. 
 
 
 
Thursday 17th June 
 
Women and child refugees  - Jane’s stories continued 
 
These are my people, the ones I loved and lost my heart to while working as a volunteer in a refugee camp 
overseas. The camp took in Muslim refugees from Eritrea, Chad, Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia. Everyone had a 

tragic story, a desperate and dangerous escape in appalling and 
terrifying conditions. Most were women and children because 
their men had been captured for the military or killed. Many 
babies and children were orphaned along the way. I lived and 
worked in the Women’s Shelter and was House Mother 
responsible for the wellbeing and care of the orphans. Five 
different languages were overcome through quietly supporting in 
practical and other ways, communicating through art workshops, 
creating fabric bags and jewellery with the women to give them a 
way of earning their own money by selling their wares to tourists, 
learning from them how they cooked their own national dishes 
and many other just small acts of care where needed. 
 
The most precious times were the evenings with my orphans after 
school and supper. We would share and ask about their days - the 
best thing to rejoice in, and their worst and hardest thing to pray 
into with one another. We would sing and they would dance, and 
at the end, we all stood in a circle holding hands with one child in 
the centre. We prayed or prophesied over that child. They were so 
natural and so receptive to the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Joshua was an orphan who had a dream of the Angel of the Lord with a flashing sword who cut off the head 
of the snake!! I encouraged him to paint the vision. He was only 11 and had had no Bible teaching at this 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRj4Zozni0M


 

 

stage. How awesome is our God to reassure him that he is being protected? He, and his younger brother 
Jacob who had special needs, had to crawl through a burning building to escape, so you can only imagine 
their terror and nightmares reliving their ordeals…but God revealed Himself after we prayed for them in 
their beds, and they had no more nightmares. I wonder if their parents were believers with the choice of 
their names? 
 
I helped in a clinic supporting women, children and babies. Our leader was a nutritionist who taught the 
women about health and how to make cheap meals, checked all the children and the women who had been 
abused or made to do heavy labour in the stone quarries. She would even massage the women, still in their 
saris, on a table in a private room, and pray over them. We had tremendous favour from their Mayor who 
saw the difference and good work being done and gave his authority for us to cross the border, passing the 
guards holding guns, to a tiny Arab Muslim village where inter-marriage had caused physical and intellectual 
breakdown leading to deep anger, frustration and hopelessness. 
 

• Let’s take a moment to thank God for everyone working in refugee camps today and in the past. 
Their love and courage has changed broken lives and brought much needed hope. 

 

• We know that the growing number of refugees and the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on 
economies has meant that countries no longer welcome refugees as they once did. Let’s pray that 
countries will continue to welcome displaced men, women and children and in so doing be blessed 
by God. 

 

 
 
 
Friday 18th June 

Syrian refugees  

Syria’s conflict passed the 10-year mark in March with no end in sight. More than 465,000 have been killed, 
over 1 million injured, over 6.6 million refugees have fled Syria, and another 6.7 million have sought safety 

elsewhere in the country. This is a desperate 
situation.  
 
Needs rose 20% last year. More than 23 million 
people inside Syria and surrounding countries need 
humanitarian aid. That’s the highest number since 
the conflict started. Aid is needed for failing 
infrastructure in Syria and Lebanon, the largest host 
of Syrian refugees. There have been reports of riots in 
shops in Lebanon because of a lack of food. 
Lebanon’s economy is failing and Syria’s is even 
worse. 

 
Mission Network news reported in April this year, 

that the UN had given a global appeal at a virtual fundraising conference, to raise money to fund the Syrian 
crisis. Just under half the target was reached by countries worldwide. 
 
As the crisis continues, hope is fading. With the devastating impact of the pandemic and increasing poverty, 
every day is an emergency for Syrians forced to flee. For more information you can go to: 
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/syria-emergency.html 

• Pray God will open the storehouses of heaven so believers can help more people in need. 

Image by Julie Ricard on Unsplash 
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• Pray for an end to fighting and for God’s peace to cover each man, woman and child traumatised by 
war.  

• Pray for Syrians to hear the gospel and turn to Christ. 

Sources: https://www.mnnonline.org/news/un-funding-failures-strain-ngos-caring-for-syrian-refugees/ and 

  https://www.unhcr.org/uk/syria-emergency.html 

 

Saturday 19th June 

The Rohingya 

During our recent Pray Now Live event, we heard from a couple who work with Frontiers helping Rohingya 

refugees in Southeast Asia. 

The Muslim Rohingya of Myanmar is arguably one of the most oppressed people groups in the world. They 

are a stateless Muslim minority in Myanmar, whose plight has lasted for decades. Over a million Rohingya 

refugees have fled violence in Myanmar in successive waves of displacement since the early 1990s and in 

particular following the violence that broke out in Myanmar’s Rakhine State in 2017. There they are even 

more marginalised, vulnerable and threatened than before because of the current troubles in Myanmar. 

The following story has been reproduced with kind permission of Pray 4 Rohingya, an organisation that 

Frontiers workers are involved with. Their website for more information is here: 

https://www.pray4rohingya.org/ 

Longing to be reunited 

“If you could meet anyone in the world, who would you want to meet?” This is the question my friend, 
Faisal, asked me one day when I visited his home. I sat and pondered my answer. What would you say? A 
famous film or sports star? Or maybe a famous teacher or preacher?  

To my surprise, that is not how my friend answered. As I thought about my answer, Faisal continued, “if I 
could meet anyone in the world, I would want to meet my mother. I haven’t seen her for over 20 years. I 
miss her.”   

Sadly, this is reality for many Rohingya people. 
Their troubled situation has led to many 
families being separated as they seek refuge in 
other countries. It is well documented that 
countless lives have been lost due to the 
conflict in Rakhine state in Myanmar, and many 
people die whilst trying to travel across the 
ocean in small boats bound for Malaysia. 

Even in this day of smartphones and video 
calling, it is difficult for families to stay 
connected. Access to the internet and mobile 

networks are limited in the refugee camps of Bangladesh. Things we take for granted are often an out-of-
reach luxury to the Rohingya.  

Let us remember the families separated across the globe and pray for peace and opportunity to connect… 
and even be reunited.” 

https://www.mnnonline.org/news/un-funding-failures-strain-ngos-caring-for-syrian-refugees/
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/syria-emergency.html


 

 

• Pray that Faisal will be reunited with his mother. 

• Pray for all separated Rohingya families; for opportunities to stay connected and be reunited. 

• Pray protection for those who do decide to travel from Bangladesh to a third country.  

• Pray that Rohingya would turn to Jesus who cares about the pain they are experiencing and wants to 
heal their broken hearts. 

Sources: https://www.pray4rohingya.org/longing-to-be-reunited/  and 

 https://www.unhcr.org/uk/rohingya-emergency.html 
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