
Monday 11th May 
 
Day 18  The Beja of Sudan Pop: Approximately 2.3 million  
 
 

Zahira sits outside the tent and gently 
shakes a tin can over the hot coals. A 
toasty scent rises from the freshly 
roasted coffee beans inside. Pouring 
them into a small mortar and pestle, the 
young woman adds a peppercorn and 
cardamom pod before crushing the 
beans. 
 
For Zahira’s people, the Beja, preparing 
coffee is an art. Some Beja spend as 
much as a quarter of their income on 
coffee beans and many would rather go 

without food than be deprived of their brew. 
 
Zahira adds water to the grounds and suddenly grimaces as the baby inside her kicks her ribs. In an 
urgent whisper, she recites a prayer against the jinn, invisible spirits believed to cause all sorts of 
misfortune, illness and harm.  
 
Most Beja are like Zahira, nominal Muslims who turn to folk practices to ward off evil. They live as 
nomads in small, scattered groups. The Beja enjoy music, and many of their songs speak of a longing 
for a divine place where their herds can enjoy green, well-watered pastures. 
 
Hope from God’s Word: 
“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me 
beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.” 
Psalm 23:1–3 
 
A Vision for the People : 
 

 Prosperity: Pray that the Beja will find true rest and total provision in the Lord God who 
leads them to His green pastures. 
 

 Freedom: Pray for the Beja to encounter the power of Jesus Christ that overcomes their fear 
of evil. 
 

 Hospitality: Pray that the Beja will welcome teams of Jesus followers who will sit, drink 
coffee and share the gospel. 
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Tuesday 12th May 
 
Day 19   Makassars of Indonesia Pop: Approximately 2.5 million  
 
Nur lives on the Indonesian island of Sulawesi. With its rugged interior of mountains and dense 
jungle, many seaside communities on Sulawesi are most easily reached by boat. But Nur’s home is 
on a fertile coastal plain tucked between the mountains and the sea. 
 
Most years, Nur’s rain-fed rice paddy provides his family with steady income. But some seasons the 
rains fail and little rice is harvested. During these times, Nur wishes he had grown up closer to the 
sea and learned to fish like other Makassar men. 
 
Nur is a fervent Muslim and attends prayer in the village’s new mosque, which was funded by 
wealthy Arabs from the Middle East. But no matter how much he prays, he’s still afraid of unseen 
spirits. Every day he stops at a sacred banyan tree to offer prayers to his ancestral spirits. Like other 
Makassars, Nur believes that appeasing the spirits is the key to avoiding dry seasons and failed 
harvests. 
 
Hope from God’s Word: 
 
“He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved 
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” Colossians 1:13–14 
 
A Vision for the People: 
 

 Protection: Pray for Makassars to know the truth that Jesus has defeated all spiritual powers 
and protects His people for eternity. 
 

 Worship: Pray that Makassar Muslims will turn away from idols to worship and trust Christ, 
who alone has the power to save. 
 

 Prosperity: Ask God to bless Makassar families with rain and abundant harvests so they will 
praise and glorify Him above all others. 

 
 
 
Wednesday 13th May 
 
Day 20 Palestinian Arab Muslims of Israel  Pop: Approximately 1.5 million  
 
As a girl growing up in the Gaza Strip, Saida has little hope for peace. In this contested and 
contentious land, she’s grown up surrounded by hostilities between Israelis and her own people, 
Palestinian Arab Muslims.  
 
The Gaza Strip is a narrow stretch of land bordered by Egypt, Israel, and the Mediterranean Sea. And 
like most Palestinians in this vulnerable, densely populated region, Saida and her family live in a 
refugee camp. Unemployment is widespread and the majority of Gazans have little access to clean 
water.  
 
 
 



Throughout her childhood, Saida and her family have experienced years 
of instability and military operations. Economic controls and political 
corruption have kept Palestinians in deep poverty and caused 
unemployment rates to rise.  
 
With limited prospects for work and education, many Palestinian Muslim 
youth like Saida feel angry about their living conditions, and some are 
vulnerable to being recruited for extremist activities.  
 
Hope from God’s Word: 
 
 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” 
Matthew 5:9 

 
A Vision for the People:         
 

 Friendship: Pray that cycles of violence may give way to peace and even friendship between 
Israelis and Palestinians.  
 

 Reconciliation: Ask God to establish justice and meaningful reconciliation between 
competing groups in this contested land. 
 

 Freedom: Pray for young Palestinian Muslims like Saida to be set free from anger as they 
find Christ and grow as His disciples. 
 

 

 
Thursday 14th May 
 
Day 21    The Akkin of Russia  Pop: Approximately 100,000  

Shamil wonders what his grandfather 

Zaurbek felt as an exile. Zaurbek lived in 

an Akkin village until 1944, when Stalin’s 

KGB accused the people of collaborating 

with Nazis.  

Zaurbek’s entire village and people from 

dozens of others were deported to 

Central Asia, where they lived for more 

than a decade on meagre rations. By the 

time they were allowed to return to their 

homeland, others had taken over their 

villages. Akkin families like Zaurbek’s 

tried to reclaim their homes. But many gave up and resettled in nearby towns. 

Zaurbek died before his grandson was born, so Shamil is left with stories of his grandfather’s anger 

over losing their ancestral land. Today, many Akkin families still struggle to make ends meet, and 

Shamil sees little hope for his people’s future. 
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Devout Muslim men have told Shamil to support their insurgency against the secular government. 

Shamil has never been very religious. But he is fiercely proud to be Akkin, and he wonders if this 

could be a way for his people to find justice. 

Hope from God’s Word: 

“For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 

house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 2 Corinthians 5:1 

A Vision for the People: 

 Inheritance: Pray for Akkin families to place their hope in the Father, who promises an 

eternal dwelling in the heavens with Him. 

 

 Purpose: Pray for the Akkin people to discover their true purpose in His Kingdom. 

 

 Healing: Ask God to heal Akkin hearts of bitterness, hopelessness and victimisation, so that 

they will be open to hearing and receiving the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Friday 15th May 

Day 22    The Bugis of Indonesia  Pop: Approximately 6 million  

Leman has always loved being near water. He remains at sea for months at a time, helping transport 
dried fish and rice from his island of Sulawesi to other Indonesian provinces. 

His people, the Bugis, were once fearless sailors who dominated Indonesia’s inter-island trade 
routes. They sailed as pirates, raiding coastal villages and taking over small states. When the English 
and Dutch began trading in Indonesia, the Bugis pirates attacked them too.  

They no longer engage in piracy, but Bugis men are known to do nearly anything to protect their 
honour. Leman isn’t afraid of standing up for himself in a fight. Even as a young boy, he learned to 
defend himself as his father toughened him up by provoking and mocking him. 

He’s a zealous Muslim but also observes his people’s traditional religious practices by making 
offerings to ancestral spirits and visiting folk healers. Leman believes that certain days bring good 
luck, such as the last Thursday of every month. And misfortune, he claims, always comes on 
Saturdays. 

Hope from God’s Word: 

“And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and 
for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”  Acts 
2:38–39 

A Vision for the People: 



 Repentance: Pray that Bugis Muslims will turn from sin, idols and spirits to find forgiveness 

through Jesus Christ. 

 

 Fruit of the Spirit: Pray for Bugis to be baptised and humbly serve the Lord using the gifts of 

the Holy Spirit 

 

 New Life: Pray that Bugis families will find salvation, treasure the Word of God, and share it 

with other people groups.  

  

Saturday 16th May 

Day 23    The Afar of Djibouti  Pop: Approximately 317,000  

Kalila brims with pride every time she hears how her people, the Afars, descended from Noah’s son 
Ham and how valiant Afar warriors once protected their land. To this day, her people are known for 
their courage and relentlessness in warfare. 

As nomadic shepherds, Afar families like Kalila’s survive heat and drought with their herds as they 
trek across one of the most barren regions in the world. Healthcare is largely non-existent here, and 
the Afar has the highest maternal fatality rate in the world.  

Kalila’s mother shows her how to coax their sheep and goats to produce milk, a staple source of 
nutrition for the Afar. Her father instructs her to esteem Islam and to keep their people’s traditions - 
like worshiping the sacred trees that have clung to the land with resilient tenacity. 

But as water becomes scarce and civil wars rage, the ways of life for the Afar are becoming less 
sustainable. Many have sold their herds and moved to urban slums in hopes of finding a better life.  

Hope from God’s Word: 

“I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleanness, and from all 
your idols I will cleanse you.” Ezekiel 36:25 

A Vision for the People: 

 Worship: Pray that the Afar will repent of worshipping sacred trees and spirits of the dead, 

and instead turn to worship Jesus Christ. 

 

 Water: Pray for Afar nomads to be introduced to the Living Water as they wander the 

desert, sometimes for up to 12 hours a day, searching for clean water. 

 

 Honour: Pray that the Afar will exchange their pride in warfare for the honour of serving 

others in the name of Christ. 

  


