
Monday 18th May 
 
Day 25   Bosniaks of Bosnia and Herzegovina Pop: Approximately 1.6 million  
 
Davud loves laughing with friends and family over a home-cooked meal. For him, there’s nothing 
better than an evening of music, dancing and ćevapi, a dish of grilled sausage served with onions, 
sour cream and flat bread.  

But Davud recalls long years when he was too 
scared for laughter and too poor for meat. 
 
After centuries of occupation by various rulers, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina was drawn into 
Yugoslavia following World War II. Then in 1992, 
the state broke up into three religious identities. 
Civil war erupted and the Bosniaks were 
ruthlessly persecuted. In the end, about 200,000 
people were killed, 2 million displaced, and 
numerous towns and villages destroyed. Today, 
communities that once enjoyed unity still bear 

deep scars and live in enmity. 
 
Davud is fiercely proud of his ethnic identity as a Bosniak Muslim, even though he doesn’t practise 
Islam. He still harbours bitterness toward his people’s enemies, and the only time he’s able to forget 
the pain of decades-old grief is in fleeting moments of laughter with friends.  
 
Hope from God’s Word: 
 
“For I will restore health to you, and your wounds I will heal, declares the Lord, because they have 
called you an outcast: “It is Zion, for whom no one cares!” Jeremiah 30:17 
 
A Vision for the People: 
 

 Healing: Pray for Bosniak Muslims to find eternal hope in Jesus, who heals their wounds and 
restores them to fellowship with their enemies. 
 

 Adoption: Pray for Bosniaks to shed their superficial identity in Islam and to accept adoption 
as sons and daughters in Christ’s Kingdom. 
 

 Fruitfulness: Pray that Bosniaks become powerful witnesses who preach the gospel of 
reconciliation among the nations. 

 
 
 
Tuesday 19th May 
 
Day 26  Uyghurs of China Pop: Approximately 12 million  
 
Reyhan hasn’t seen her son in months. She worries about him daily. 
 
The young Muslim man had been careful to avoid attracting unwanted attention from the 
authorities. Like other Uyghur men, he had shaved his beard and stopped praying in public at the 



local mosque. Still Reyhan’s son had been detained and sent to a mass internment camp with 
thousands of other Uyghurs.  
 

The Uyghurs live in Xinjiang in northwest 
China. At one time they were prosperous 
farmers who developed a sophisticated 
irrigation system to pipe mountain water 
into their desert oases.  
 
In the seventh century, Nestorian 
missionaries brought them the good news. 
And while people in many tribes became 
Christians because of the work of the 
Nestorians, today almost all Uyghurs are 
Muslims. 
 
But now their identity is under threat as 
the Chinese government imposes policies 

and laws that strip Uyghurs of their religious rights and cultural freedoms. Over one million people 
like Reyhan’s son have endured government-mandated ‘re-education’ where they face humiliation, 
brainwashing and violence. 
 
Hope from God’s Word: 
 
“I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”  
John 10:9–10 
A Vision for the People: 
 

 Life: Pray that the widespread assault on their identity will lead Uyghurs to seek and find 
eternal life in Jesus Christ, the Saviour.  
 

 Freedom: Ask God to end oppressive government policies of mass imprisonment and pray 
for the gospel of hope and freedom to spread among Uyghur families. 
 

 Unity: Pray that the Uyghurs, whose name means unity, will seek the Lord as one body and 
exalt Him alone. 

 
 
 
Wednesday 20th May 
 
Day 27 Dagestani Avars of Russia Pop: Approximately 750,000  
 
Husenil lives in a village in the Caucasus Mountains of southern Russia. Little arable land can be 
found in this mountainous place. But thanks to an ancient system of terraces and irrigation channels, 
Husenil and other families in the village make the most of the available land to grow wheat and rice. 
 
Husenil’s people, the Avars, are the largest ethno-linguistic group in the region and historically the 
most powerful. Like many other Avar men, Husenil proudly holds onto his people’s identity as the 
mighty and free mountaineers who control the highest lands. 



When it comes to protecting his honour, Husenil is passionate and fierce. But this cultural code of 
honour has led many Avar communities into intense cycles of violence and retribution. Insults are 
often returned with social rejection, economic reprisal, or even armed attacks. 
 
So far Husenil has avoided violent disputes. But he knows that it doesn’t take much for one petty 
squabble to escalate into bloodshed. 
 
Hope from God’s Word: 
 
“Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his 
might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he 
understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practises steadfast love, justice, and 
righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the Lord.”” Jeremiah 9:23–24 
 
A Vision for the People 
 

 Righteousness: Pray that the Avars will become known as people of righteousness who 
understand the Word and know God. 
 

 Peace: Ask God to change the hearts of Avars who hold to a violent cultural code so that 
they will seek and find the Prince of Peace. 
 

 Welcoming: Pray for men and women of peace (Luke 10:6) among the Avars, people who 
will welcome the gospel into their homes and villages and ask God to send more labourers 
to share the message of eternal life. 

  
 
 
Thursday 21st May 
 
Day 28 Iraqi Shia Arabs of Iraq  Pop: Approximately 15 million  
 
Nadia feels the thrum of music as she nears a cousin’s home. She follows a group of veiled Shia 
women around the side of the house, slips off her head covering in the darkness, and emerges into a 
flood-lit backyard. Her curls bounce to the beat of the music as women greet her with kisses on the 
cheek. 
 
In public, Nadia seems quiet and demure. But alone with other Shia women, she sheds the black 
abaya, chats about the latest fashion trends, and dances. 
 
Nadia clings to beauty while living amid violence. For most of her life, she’s been surrounded by war, 
including Saddam’s brutal suppression of Shia uprisings, an eight-year conflict with Iran, two wars 
with the U.S. and intense sectarian violence. 
 
Suffering is such a core part of Shia identity that it’s been ritualised into a near-constant state of 
mourning. Each year, during a 10-day period called Ashura, Nadia joins her neighbours in the streets 
to publicly grieve the martyrdom of their early leader, Hussein, grandson of Muhammad.  
 
Hope from God’s Word: 
 



“Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I 
will turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.” Jeremiah 
31:13 
 
A Vision for the People: 
 

 Life: Pray for Shia Muslims to find life in Jesus Christ, who has forgiven the sins of His 
beloved and defeated death once and for all. 
 

 Joy: Pray that Iraqi Shias will embrace joy and gladness in the presence of Christ the Saviour 
and the Father who offers them comfort. 
 

 Unity: Pray for the Shia-controlled Iraqi government to be unified as they rebuild and restore 
the land after decades of conflict. 

 
 

 
Friday 22nd May 

 
Day 29  Arabic-Speaking Algerians of Algeria Pop: Approximately 29 million 
 
Halim loves philosophy and dreams of becoming a professor. He grew up speaking Arabic, Berber, 
and French, and now he’s studying English and German at his university.  
 
Like other Algerian youth, Halim joined protests calling for an end to the rule of the country’s 
political elite, who have held power since independence in 1962. These mass protests brought about 
some reforms. But Halim doesn’t think it’s enough and he struggles to see what good the future 
holds for him and millions of young Algerians. 
 
Unlike other Arab Muslims, Halim cares little about his Arabness or Muslim background. He’s a 
proud Algerian who identifies with his people’s unique Berber roots. At the beginning of the seventh 
century, waves of Arabs swept into the Berber homeland. Some Berber tribes fled while others 
stayed, learned Arabic, submitted to Islam, and blended with Arabs to create a unique culture. 
 
But few Algerians know that before the arrival of Arab Muslims, Christianity flourished in the region. 
Halim’s Berber ancestors were once followers of Jesus.  
 
Hope from God’s Word: 
 
“Day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favour with all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” Acts 2:46–47 
 
A Vision for the People: 
 

 Identity: Pray for Algerians to hear and respond to the gospel, worship God, and reclaim 
their identity as followers of Jesus. 
 

 Dreams: Ask the Lord to give Arabic-speaking Algerians life-changing dreams and visions of 
Christ. 
 



 Movements: Pray for extraordinary growth of the church despite persecution and for a 
revival of faith in Jesus to spread across Algeria. 

  
 

Saturday 23rd May 

Day 30  The Soninke of Mali  Pop: Approximately 1.7 million 
 
Henda hasn’t seen her husband in three years. He works in a neighbouring country and regularly 
sends her money from his job. 

 
In his absence, Henda is raising their children and managing a small plot 
of land where she grows cotton and peanuts. It’s hard caring for the 
family without him. But Henda is proud of her independence and her 
husband’s resourcefulness.  
 
There are dozens of Soninke women in the village just like Henda, 
managing their entire households while their husbands send money 
from abroad. The Soninke have always been industrious people. They 
once ruled the kingdom of Ghana, an opulent empire that profited from 
the trade of gold and salt. The Soninke were also among the first in 
West Africa to follow Islam.  
 
As a devout Muslim, Henda sends her sons to an Islamic school to 
memorise the Quran in Arabic, a language the boys don’t understand. 
But she believes their studies earn them spiritual merit and Henda 
knows their efforts bring great honour to the family. 

 
Hope from God’s Word: 
 
“Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks in his ways! You shall eat the fruit of the labour 
of your hands; you shall be blessed, and it shall be well with you.” Psalm 128:1–2 
 
A Vision for the People: 
 

 Salvation: Pray that the Soninke will be among the first Muslims in West Africa to embrace 
Jesus and share the gospel with others.  
 

 Blessing: Pray for the Soninke to walk with Christ and receive the blessings and fruitfulness 
that come with abiding in Him. 
 

 Honour: Pray that just as the Soninke take pride in hard work, they will rejoice in the honor 
of discovering, reading and following God’s Word. 

 
 


